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Fairfield University's Student Newst

Rising juniors
denied beach
housing
BY TARA LYNCH

Meredith Clinton/The Mirror

Passing glance: Posters advertising a reward for information leading to the arrest of Mark Fisher's killer, or killers, have been posted in
prominent places around campus, such as the one seen above near the entrance to the Barone Campus Center cafeteria. Below, the top of
the poster advertising the reward.

More questions than answers in Fisher case
BY KEITH WHAMOND

The story of Mark Fisher '06
has become one of frustration: the
frustration of a mourning family,
of detectives and of one Fairfield
student who is trying to defend
her name.
Four months after his murder
in New York City, the investigation
into the death of Fisher has gone
completely cold, with both family
members and investigators pleading for anyone with information to
talk to police.
Meanwhile, Angel DiPietro
'06, one of the last people to see
Fisher alive, has been named in a
newspaper story as one of four

people who are "not cooperating
fully" with police.
"My whole family is refuting
that report," DiPietro told The Mirror. "I have been questioned twice
and told [police] my whole story. I
told them everything I know, and
they dismissed me."
The report, which was featured in the Feb. 5 issue of New
YorkNewsday, also named a friend
of DiPietro, Al Geary, as one of
the uncooperative members of the
investigation.
Michael Fisher, the father of
Mark, expressed his aggravation
with the investigation.
SEE "MARK" ON P.
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Sophomores are angered that
they will not be allowed to live
off campus during the 2004-2005
school year, after a Department of
Residence Life and Housing Policy
kept them from being granted a release from their housing contract.
According to Director of
Housing Gary Stephenson and
Dean of Students Mark Reed, the
department's policy is to grant 400
students off-campus status, while
other students will be provided a
bed on campus.
"There was no decision made
to allow one group off campus
and deny other," said Stephenson.
"Back at the informational meeting
in October, I stated that we would
be allowing approximately 400
students at the beach for the fall of
2004. I disclosed that there were
120 off campus now that would
be included in the count, allowing
around 280 to be released through
the lottery process."
"As the applications came in
we began to see that the release
commitment to the 400 [students]
would end somewhere in the class
of 2005," said Stephenson.
However, some students are
angered with the process, claiming
that in the past the Department of
Housing hasn't conformed to allowing only a specific number of
students off campus.
"When they posted the lottery numbers and I read that we
wouldn't be allowed to live off
campus I was just shocked," said
Amy Rose '06, who was planning
to live on College Place with four
other women next year.
SEE "STEPHENSON" ON P.
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FUSA candidates begin campaigns
BY RYAN BLAIR

Voters are faced with a unique choice
this year, as an incumbent FUSA president
at Fairfield University tries to protect his
position from four other contenders. The
candidates' ad campaigns started not while
voters were out and about but rather in the
dark of night.
At 12:01 a.m. on Tuesday, campaign
volunteers flooded the halls of dorms, academic buildings and the campus center distributing 8 1/2" x 11 "campaign paraphernalia
to voters by the ream. The most tenacious
volunteers scoured every structure on campus

for space to post their material.
If there was one mantra that volunteers
took to heart that evening it was surely "Every
vote counts." With a stack of blue flyers in
hand, Catherine Alessi '07 yelled "Duff's the
stuff!" to unsuspecting students as she passed
them on their way to grab a midnight snack
from the vending machine on Campion 1.
Neubauer supporters appeared well
organized, covering almost every available
bulletin board with the candidate's signature
lime-green fliers by 1 a.m. Duffy supporters
were out in full force as well, searching for
the best locations on campus.
Though relatively inconsequential be-

ARRIGO

BUTTERLY

DUFFY

cause of the still early hour of the campaign,
the remaining three candidates were not to
be seen that night. There are a few explanations for this. Arrigo, for one, does not agree
with the ad campaigning that has become

EXPANDED COVERAGE:

MANCHAK

NEUBAUER

normal over in past years. "A[n] [election
sign] in your face when you sit down on the
toilet is just a little too much. I'm not going
to be posting that much - maybe one here
and there," the candidate opined.

Candidate profiles - p.4
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Bon Voyage!
BY MEREDITH CLINTON

Rev. Aloysius P. Kelley, S.J. plans on
taking a sabbatical for one year after his retirement as president
of Fairfield University, but
still no one is quite sure
what to expect.
Kelley wasn't even
positive about next year.
"The simple answer
about next year is that
I will be taking a sabbatical," he said. "I
am still exploring
options after that."
Rev.
James
Bowler, S.J. said that
within the Jesuit circle, a
sabbatical year is a time to get
refreshed for new ministry.
"In other words," Bowler
said, "if you've been doing one
thing for so long, and you need
a change, it gives you time to
re-tool."

Father Kelley plans
on 'sabbatical'

Bowler said after Kelley's lengthy
tenure as president of the university, he
deserves some rest.
"The first thing he'll do after July 1
is to get some time enjoying not having
the responsibility of being president of a
university," Bowler said.
He said that some of the options Kelley is exploring include teaching New
Testament Greek here at the university
and also taking more courses in the New
Testament.
Rev. Paul Carrier, S.J. said a sabbatical is a very personal experience, and
Kelley will do whatever would be most
helpful for him.
Students also had opinions about what
they want to see in store for their current
president next year as he begins the next
phase of his career.
"I definitely would like to see him
still involved here at Fairfield. I think
the student body really respects him, so
if he's still involved, I think it would have
a good impact on everybody," said Alexis
Manganiello '06.

Other students had a similar opinion,
linking Kelley to the university he has led
for so long.
"He's been at Fairfield for so long,
so I think it would be tough for him not to
be involved with Fairfield in some way,"
said Michael Bell '06.
Kelley's lengthy tenure in the president's office in Bellarmine Hall will,
according to some students, cast a long
shadow for his successor.
"I think it'll be hard for him [incoming President Something Von Arx] to be
new and coming in, especially since Fa-,
ther Kelley knew everyone around here,"
said Michael Wong '06.
Manganiello said, "I hope the new
president is just as good, and I hope he's
available to students."
Nothing is for sure but after some
much needed rest, it is a definite possibility that Father Kelley will still be a part
of the Fairfield University community
- as well as explore new terrain - in the
coming years.
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School forming focus group on townhouse policies
BY MEGAN MAHONEY

Beer. Dim lights. Beirut tables. Basements. All of these have become synonymous with a townhouse party.
However, a focus group comprised
of students is being organized by Director
of Residence Life Fran Koerting that may
change townhouse partying policies as students know them.
"We will revisit the policies, such as
the wristbands, registration and only six
people allowed in the basement at any one
time," said Koerting. "We want to make
sure they are being enforced and if they are
reasonable."
One of the more controversial topics
that will be discussed is the townhouse basements. Originally built according to Fairfield safety codes as storage units, within
two years the socializing taking place in
the basements raised a number of questions
about possible safety hazards.
"The stairways are only construction
stairwells and the ventilation is poor," said
Koerting. "The issue of having people in
the basement is most importantly a safety
concern."
Gary Stephenson, director of housing,
will also be involved in the focus group,
which he called "a reality check on the
townhouses."
"We want to discuss what is actually
happening in the townhouses and work with
administrators and students," said Stephenson. "Together we can discuss what is fea-

sible, possible and agreeable but still within
university sanctions and liabilities."
Twenty Beirut tables were confiscated
from townhouses over winter break by University officials and Townhouse Managers
which has helped to spread rumors across
campus that townhouse basements will be
locked next year.
Stephenson dismissed these rumors
and maintained that no such regulation is
in place for next year.
"Those houses were checked for
temperatures and to ensure that the former
residents had completely moved out so
that the new residents could move in," said
Stephenson.
However, he did not admit that the
items confiscated were in fact Beirut tables.
Instead, "the construction materials found
in the houses were removed according to
university policies," he said.
In addition, one townhouse was found
to have a bedroom set up in their basement and have since lost their basement
privileges.
The possible revision of party policies has met with mixed emotions from
students.
"I think it's actually a pretty good
system as it stands," said Ryan Jessel '05,
a townhouse resident. "I don't think many
people actually use them for storage, so the
only reason most people would complain
is because they wouldn't be able to have
parties down there."
Jessel also wished that the basements

Robyn Atkachunas/The Mirror

Close quarters: Limited living space will continue to plague townhouse residents next
year.

could be a legal area of the house for entertainment, such as a pool table. While he acknowledges the safety concern, "You think
someone would have thought of that when
the basements were being built," he said.
Kristina Gerics '07 hopes to live in the
townhouses as a junior. "I definitely plan
on having a Beirut table in my house," said
Gerics. " I think the university uses dumb
rules and phrases, like 'construction materials' to be extremely intrusive on students'
lives."
Other students agree with the regulations but still don't use them. "I have
never registered a party and never gotten
in trouble, so I can't complain," said Bill
Anderson '05. "I think the regulations are

stupid but necessary."
However, all possible revisions are on
hold until Koerting can find more members
for the focus group. A newsletter was sent
out to all townhouses and apartments inviting students to sign up to be a part of the
group. However, only two students have
volunteered.
Gerics sees the need for some changes
to be made to the policies. "While I understand the university doesn't want underage
kids drinking, the reality of the situation is
that they do," said Gerics. "I have been to
many townhouse parties and have never
seen a wristband given out nor anyone refusing to serve underage kids, so obviously
the policies aren't working."

Learning on the cheap: Students look for alternatives to bookstore
BY TARA TOULOUMIS

With the emergence of internet textbook retailers and local competitors such
as Borders and Barnes & Noble, Fairfield's
bookstore is constantly trying to invent
new ways to keep students shopping on
campus.
Regardless of these promotions of colorful displays, discounts or surveys, some
students simply say they cannot afford the
prices.
"I dropped over $700 in only one

Robyn Atkachunas/The Mirror

Window shopping: Students like Bobby
Cintolo '07 shop several options to buy
textbooks.

semester," says Elizabeth Mangione '06.
"One book alone was about $80. It's just
getting unreasonable."
Bookstore manager Barbara Farrell and
her staff are making an effort to provide
students with affordable used books. Last
semester, used books were ordered from
three different sources, but a few of the texts
arrived in damaged, unusable condition and
had to be returned, she said.
Bad weather, late shipments by providers, late order by professors, damages during shipping and availability of books from
publishers all potentially effect the timely
arrival of books and their condition.
To combat student dismay, surveys are
frequently distributed to students to gather
feedback and improve the store.
"We want to serve you, we consider
us as your bookstore and we put a lot of
money into the survey so we can listen and
hear what you say about problems," said
Farrell.
However, some students feel their
voices and concerns are not being heard.
"It seems that the bookstore's main purpose is to make buying and selling books
easy on students, but it's nothing of the
sort," says Melissa Hunt '06. "Obviously
the bookstore can't control the fact that
some classes change books, so we're stuck
keeping that $100 biology book, but at the
same time, why do those people who keep
their books in incredible condition get the
same amount of money back as those who
basically scribble all over the book and rip
all the pages? It seems a little unfair."
The return policy of the bookstore,

which allows about a week from the first
day of classes for students to get a full refund on any textbooks, is simply inadequate,
many students say.
"I dropped a class a little after two
weeks from the start of the semester. My
books were never used, but I still had trouble
returning them," said Mangione.
Farrell says the store tries to be flexible with returns and examines them on a
case by case basis. Often, with a receipt
and signed drop slip, students can receive
a full-refund.
Nevertheless, many students are turning to internet retailers and bypassing the
bookstore entirely.
"I order online because it's a whole lot
cheaper," said Mimi Vo '05. "I compare the

prices and sometimes I save $50 to $65 on
a book. I even bought a book for 50 cents,
and it was in good condition."
Other students are sticking with the
bookstore, some out of necessity but others
strictly for the convenience of having the
store only a few buildings away.
"As a business student, my texts are
constantly updated every year, and therefore
I hardly get to buy used books," says Katie
O'Neill '06. "It's just easier for me to shop
at the bookstore."
"We are fully aware of our competition," says Farrell. "Not only do we want
to serve you as best we can, it is in all of our
interest because if it's not on the shelf when
you get here to shop for it, you're going to
go elsewhere."

Internet resources for textbooks
Armed with an ISBN number or
even just an author name and title,
surfing the web to find the best price for
a book has never been simpler. Many
students use the following Web sites:
• www.half.com - An affiliate of
E-bay, half.com readily displays feedback and buyer ratings for all sellers
so you can be assured you are buying
your texts from a trusted source.
• www.textbookx.com - Multiple
methods of searching for that exact
book ensures you won't be surprised
with what arrives in the mail.
• www.amazon.com - Similar

format to half.com, except you are
given the option of buying a new book
directly from amazon, or buying new
and used books from individual sellers
using amazon as a forum.
• www.bn.com - A whole lot easier than leaving the dorm and driving
to the store.
• www.bookemporium.com - A
good resource for rare, out of print, or
hard to locate books.
• www.ecampus.com - Textbooks
and college apparel, cheap.
• www.ebay.com - Browse the site's
huge inventory and bid on books.
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FUSA PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE PROFILES

Frank Arrigo '05
Westchester, NY
Major: Management

Rory Butterly '05
Watertown, CT
Major: English

Platform:
A. Poll frequently to get a sense of where the student
body stands on certain issues.
B. Stop the secrecy and closed door policy at FUSA.
Create a FUSA newsletter, possibly in conjunction
with the Mirror, to let the students know about their
government.
C. Make FUSA much more inclusive. Remind the
student body that they are all a part of FUSA. Stop
putting up the fagade of a secret society.
D. Increase school spirit. Since Fairfield has suffered the loss of our football and hockey teams, try
to create FUSA programming that is centered around
basketball teams - men's and women's
E. Foster diversity on campus. Throw more support
behind multicultural organizations such as AHANA.

Platform:
A. Get students involved in FUSA through town-hall
style meetings.
B. Explore privileges in danger of being revoked
from underclassmen, like juniors living at the beach
and the sealing of townhouse basements.
C. Create a corps of FUSA representatives to act as advocates on behalf of students facing judicial action.
D. Pool the efforts of all clubs and student organizations to get top-name concerts at Fairfield.
E. Informally unite FUSA, WVOF, and The Mirror in Benjamin Manchak '05
an effort to create a united student front against the
Lakewood, CO
administration.
Majors: Politics, Philosophy

Platform:
Experience:
As of press time, Butterly had not developed a JfiJSAPresid§olip3/04,
platform.
Platform:
A. Use experience gained and relationships formed
through serving as FUSA President.
B. Create a student rights document, drawing from
the Community Standards handbook and the University Mission.
C. Create a system in which beach residents without
cars could easily get rides home during the day.
D. Continue to get students jobs on campus. Publicize available positions more clearly on campus.
E. Get students involved on boards at the academic
departmental level.
F. Allow students to use Stag bucks off-campus.
Experience:
IRHG President 02-03; R.A. 02-03, 03-04; Board of
Governors - Governor for Campus Interest 03-04

Paul Duffy '05
Staten Island, NY
Major: Marketing

Experience:
Programming Director of WVOF 03/04

Platform:
A. Bring all clubs and organizations together.
B. Develop relations with neighboring schools. Use
these relationships to create large-scale programming efforts, such as concerts at the Arena.
C. Improve the registration process. Create a
student-advisory panel to the registrar. Automate
major/minor decisions online.
D. Revive the Levee. Create Levee programs that
include all grades.
E. Create a SBRA-FUSA liaison. Make beach residents feel like they're still involved with the campus.

CAMPUS CRIME BEAT
CASEY AMMERMAN
Tuesday. February 3
1:26 p.m. - People were presenting themselves as Nextel Representatives and
trying to get personal information about students.
2:30 p.m. - A laptop was stolen at McAuliffe. The case is under investigation.
Friday. February 6
2:11 a.m. - A non-student drove his vehicle off an embankment on the north
side of the campus center. A tow-truck was called to get him out and he was
then escorted off campus.
3:22 a.m. - A Criminal Trespass Warning was issued to a non-student who was
involved in an altercation with a student at the townhouses.
Saturday. February 7
9:54 p.m. - An elevator in Dolan was found vandalized.

CORRECTIONS
The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errors, please call Editor In Chief Ethan Fry at x6529.

Kevin Neubauer
Providence, Rl
Major: Sociology

FUSA primaries will take place
Tuesday, February 17.

*** ACT NOW! Book 11 people, get 12th
trip free. Visit the official website for
spring break '04. The best deals to the
hottest destinations. Group discounts for
6+ www.springbreakdiscounts.com or
800-838-8202.

Spring Break - Nassau/Paradise Island,
Cancun, Jamaica and Acapulco from
$489.Air, Hotel, Transfers, Parties and
More! Organize small group- earn FREE
TRIPS plus commissions! Call 1-800GET-SUN-1

Sports Teams
Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with
a proven CampusFundraiser 3 hour
fundraising event. Our free programs
make fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
get with the program! It works. Contact
CampusFundraiser at (888) 923-3238, or
visit www.campusfundraiser.com

USASPRINGBREAK.com
Cancun, Bahamas, Acapulco, Jamaica &
more! Don't be fooled! Go with quality &
experience!
28 years in business
Largest Student Tour Operator
(Division of USA Student Travel)
Call 1-877-460-6077
Now hiring Campus Reps
Earn 2 Free Trips for 15 Travelers & $$

RUBB Natural Bath & Beauty seeks part-time sales associates for all shifts in Westport. Call David at 203-273-5995 or e-mail us at info@rubbnatural.com.

MOVIE EXTRA'S /
MODELS NEEDED
Local & Statewide Productions
No Exp. Req'd, All Looks & Ages
Minor & Major Roles Avail.
EARN UP TO $300 / DAY
1-800-818-7520

Join Americas #1 Student Tour Operator
Jamaica, Cancun, Bahamas, Acapulco and Florida.

Sell Trips at Fairfield... Earn Cash and Go Free!
Call for group discounts.

1-800-648-4849 / www.sfstrawel.com

Place a classified ad for as low as $15 for 20 words!
Call Josh or Keith at (203) 256-6594 for more information.
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Administration takes steps to quell Jogues arson concerns
BY MEGAN ROBY

Bridget Takacs '07 sat down to her
computer on the evening of Feb. 2 to write
a paper. Suddenly, a piercing noise filled
the air. Realizing the noise was a fire alarm,
she quickly left the building, waiting to be
allowed back.
"I was confused and unsure of what was
going on," Takacs said.
These sentiments were shared by several other freshmen who evacuated from
Jogues when the alarm sounded. "Rumors
went around but no one said what happened
so most people thought it was a joke," said
Jerry Pittman '07.
According to Associate Director of
Security Frank Ficko, security officers
pulled the alarms to clear the building as
a precautionary measure after smoke was
detected in the building.
The source of the smoke was not identified but Resident Assistant Paul Duffy, who
was in the building at the time of the incident, said the Fairfield Fire Department was
called and conducted a room by room search
to ensure the building was safe before letting
residents back in.
The incident was not the first to cause
concern in Jogues. Ficko also verified that
University Fire Marshall Joe Bushard "discovered a burnt piece of paper on a glass
window located in the Jogues Lobby" on the
morning of Feb. 2. The paper was appar-

Megan RobyfThe Mirror

What are the quiet hours again?: Posters and bulletin boards in Jogues are now barren due to concerns about the possibility of arson.

ently lit by a cigarette found behind it and
had already extinguished itself.
These incidents, coupled with what

Clark Callahan, the Residence Hall Coordinator of Jogues, described as "isolated
incidences of tampering with fire alarms"

have resulted in an investigation and the
removal of all posters from Jogues. While
the matter is under investigation, Campus
Security and Jogues RAs have been asked
to be more "diligent on their rounds," according to Callahan, and perform additional
checks of the building.
"We're keeping a closer eye on fire
boxes to make sure we don't have any
repeat incidents," said RA Jaclyn Duffy.
In addition to watching fire alarms, RAs
have also been advised to make sure that
no flyers or posters are put up throughout
the building.
Residences were notified of the presence of a possible arsonist by a letter
slipped under doors on Feb. 3. Students
were advised to alert Campus Security if
they observed any suspicious behavior and
to respond immediately to all fire alarms.
Residences seem to be taking this advice to
heart. "I feel safe in the building, but when
the alarm goes off and you don't know why,
it's very nerve wracking," Pittman said,
adding that he doesn't hesitate to leave the
building when the alarm sounds.
Campus Security will not comment on
whether they believe a Jogues resident is
responsible for these incidents, but Ficko
did stress that "anyone found to be directly
or indirectly responsible for a fire, or tampering with fire alarm equipment, will be
prosecuted to the full extent of the law" as
well as face university sanctions.

All About Hair
Student Specials
with your Stag Card

I

Delivery
EKenv
We accept
Dining Dollars
And
Stag Bucks

Hours:
Monday through Thursday
7:00pm-11:45pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00pm-12:45am
Sunday
7:00pm-ll:45pm

Sodexho
Campus Services

FREE
AN
•First tan FREE tor new customers.
ID & Coupon required Exp, 2/29A)4

Fairfield
2175 Black Rock Tpk
Next to Starbucks
336-TANS

orwatk
440 Westport Ave
0.7 miles E. of Stews
847-7755

Stratford
1345 Barnum Ave
Across from KFC
385-8555

HOLLYWOOD TANS
You don't have to go to Hollywood... To get a Hollywood Tan!

www.HollywoodTan.com

$8 off men's haircuts - Now $15
$12 off women's haircuts - Now $23
30% off all products
Hours:
Tue, Wed, Fri:^a.m.-5p.m.
Thursday: $ a.m.~$ p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

A-6& Tunxis Hill Road
Fairficid, CT

■7>o-&zy>
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Mark Fisher's father: "Someone wanted him dead"
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

"From what I've been told [from police], it's been very difficult getting people
to talk about Mark's murder," said Mr.
Fisher.
Mr. Fisher believes that DiPietro holds
vital information about his son's murder,
which occurred after attending a house
party on Stratford Road in the Ditmas Park
section of Brooklyn on Oct. 12.
"Mark went to Brooklyn with Angel
DiPietro, that's all I know," he said. "The
only reason he went to that party is because
he knew Angel; they were her friends. He
didn't know anybody in Brooklyn."
DiPietro denies that claim.
"That is not true," she said. "The only
person I knew was Al Cleary." The Mirror
could not reach Cleary for comment.
DiPietro's Account
According to DiPietro, the events of
the early morning of Oct. 12 are ones of
unfortunate decisions that eventually lead
to the death of one of her friends.
Fisher and DiPietro spent the night
barhopping in Manhattan with a group of
friends, both from Fairfield and Brooklyn.
After leaving the Bar Harbour, at First
Avenue and 77th Street in Manhattan at 2
a.m., the group split into two parties: one
a group of students from Fairfield, and the

second being Fisher, DiPietro, and two
friends of DiPietro.
Those two friends of DiPietro's, one
of whom being Cleary and the other Merry
Denihan, a student of the University of Vermont, joined Fisher and DiPietro in going to
another bar. The rest of the group decided
to return to Fairfield.
"We tried to get into another bar, and
we didn't get in," said DiPietro. "The next
train back to Fairfield was at 5 a.m., and we
didn't want to wait."
In lieu of waiting for the train, Cleary
suggested that the four go to the house party
on Stratford Road and return home in the
morning.
The four went to the house and eventually the group of friends split up again.
"I left with Al, and Mark stayed at the
house with Merry," said DiPietro. "That was
the last time I saw Mark. I called Merry in
the morning, and she said that Mark went
home all right. I expected to see him back
in Fairfield the next day."
Fisher never returned to Fairfield.
Instead, police now believe that he fell
asleep on a couch at the Stratford house and
sometime between 6 and 6:35 a.m. ended up
inside a white sport utility vehicle.
Investigators speculate that Fisher was
shot twice inside the S.U.V. with a .22caliber gun and then wrapped in a yellow
blanket. At 6:41 a.m., his body was dumped
in front of a house on 150 Argyle Road in

Brooklyn and shot three more times, with
one bullet piercing his heart.
That house on Argyle Road, according
to Mr. Fisher, was located near the home
of one of the people who spent the evening
with his son.
"They found Mark's body on 150 Argyle Road," said Mr. Fisher. "That house
is across the street from where Al Cleary
lives."
While being sympathetic to the death
of her friend, DiPietro stressed that she has
cooperated with police.
"I can't imagine losing a son and not
having any answers," DiPietro said. "The
last time I saw Mark, he was safe in a house
with one of my girlfriends who he wanted
to be with."
"Mark was one of my friends also," she
said. "A lot of people forget about that."
Parents and friends plead for help
Last week Mr. Fisher and his wife,
Nancy, held a press conference with the
New York Police Department on Stratford
Road in Brooklyn, the last place Mark Fisher
was seen alive.
During the press conference, Mr. Fisher pleaded for anyone with any information to be as forthcoming and cooperative
with police as possible, while expressing
his frustrations with people who he believes have information about the murder

of his son and aren't talking.
"I don't understand how people can
keep their kids quiet and hide behind lawyers," he told reporters. "You don't shoot
someone with five bullets at the spur of the
moment. Someone wanted him dead."
Christopher Deneen '06, a friend of
Fisher, joined his slain friend's family in
asking for more information.
"It's not fair to both the Fishers and
Mark's friends that certain people are
withholding information," said Deneen.
"If you're withholding information, wise
up. Think about your old friend Mark."
Only four months since his friend's
murder, Deneen said that he is relying on
his friends for support.
"Our friends and I are sticking together,
but it's not easy," he said. "We all miss him,
but we're doing alright."
When asked about the published reports
of DiPietro's uncooperativeness, Deneen
asked that she simply be as forthcoming
as possible.
"If she knows something, just please
come out with it," he said. "It's just not fair
to anyone."
Mr. Fisher issued one more call for
anybody at Fairfield with information to
openly communicate with police.
"Mark was part of your Fairfield family," Mr. Fisher said. "Whoever you are, you
should be more than willing to try and help
and reach out."

Stephenson: class housing to blame for beach living changes
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

"I never though it would be
an issue," Rose added. "They've
always kept it right around 400
students, but never cut it off right
there before. What the difference
if they allow 10 or 20 juniors off
campus?"
Rose and Tara Nolan '06
addressed those concerns during
a meeting with Gary Stephenson
last semester.
"He told us the school has
so many beds to fill and that they
wanted to make sure they had all
the beds filled before juniors move
off-campus," said Rose.
"They said they have to fill
the beds on campus, which is
crap because they increased the
townhouses to five and seven man
houses when they were supposed
to change them back to four and
six man houses," said Nolan, who
was planning to live on Reef Road.
"They're making more money
forcing kids to stay on campus
and keep parties down."
Although Nolan and Rose
had not yet signed leases for their
houses, other students were not as
lucky. Christie LaRousso '06 is
just one of about a dozen students
who had already signed a lease and
paid a security deposit.
"I am completely confused
about what's going on," said
LaRousso. "Housing has not

been very clear and should have
said that they were going to limit
the number of off campus housing year."
"I'm just upset, because the
opportunity to live off campus
was on my pros list for coming to
Fairfield," said LaRousso.
"They had a meeting telling us
everything we had to do to get off
campus, and told us it was likely,"
said Nolan. Other students interviewed by the Mirror confirmed
Nolan's statement about the earlier
meeting.
"There are several responsibilities that I have with the campus
beds. They need to be filled," said
Stephenson. "I gather information
for other departments and make a
sound prediction of what our
resident population will be Sept.
1,2004."
"In the past there was some
flexibility with the freshman assignments, but now that we have
class housing an empty junior bed
must be filled by a fixed number
of upper-class resident students,"
Stephenson added.
According to Stephenson, he
had no knowledge of any commitment to reconfigure the townhouses down in capacity.
Reed emphasized that there
was no decision made not to let
members of the class of 2006 live
off-campus.
"I don't see the university's

goal of [allowing] 400 students
off-campus changing in the near
future," said Reed. "Juniors always fill in the spots remaining
after seniors have chosen their
housing options."
Despite student anger, both
Reed and Stephenson say the
400 student policy is not likely
to change.
"Some students have appealed for a release to go offcampus status after the lottery
process," said Reed. "My office
will listen to the appeals, but it
is highly unlikely that a student
group will be released off-campus
after the process has run its course.
The lottery is a fair and reasonable
process and to make exceptions after the fact undermines the process
that the other students had to go
through."
"I am concerned that the
students that have signed leases
and are not released from their
University commitment will feel
that the University will in time
release them, but the numbers
just aren't there to support any
further releases," said Stephenson, whose department sent out
letters telling students not to sign
leases before being released from
their housing contract. "Students
need to take steps to get out of
those leases."
However, some rising juniors
are still pursuing change. Accord-

ing to Rose the 2006 Class Council
and FUSA President Kevin Neubauer '05 are meeting with Reed
on Wednesday to further discuss
the matter.
"Our landlord was never worried about our housing situation
because the girls he rents to now
have been living at the beach since

they were juniors," said Rose.
"It's historic. Living at the
beach is part of going to Fairfield.
We take pride and appreciate the
fact that in the past we were
given the opportunity to live at
the beach as upperclassmen, but
it seems like that's ending," Rose
added.
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University still battling mold Levee gears up for Black 47
BY JAKE PIERSON

The environmental issues plaguing the
apartment complex which created a substantial mold problem last summer led the
university to recently install new equipment
on the roof.
The equipment, installed over winter
break, consisted of dehumidification units
and new air handlers. Both of these equipment upgrades were planned.
"The consultant that assisted us [EnviroMed] during the summer recommended
this new equipment be installed," said Gary
Stephenson, director of housing operations.
The old air handlers were also updated
to give additional airflow to the interior of
the apartments. They will introduce fresh
air at a higher rate than the old ones.
Dehumidification units were put in to
assist with keeping the relative humidity
around 50 percent. That level of relative
humidity is what Fairfield considers optimum for the apartment complex. Lower
humidity can cause skin irritation and health
concerns for residents while high humidity
can cause the mold problems that occurred
this summer.
The total cost of the project has not
increased due to these two upgrades.
"I have not heard anything different
from the last quote of $200,000," said
Stephenson.
Now that the project has been com-

pleted, all that remains is memories of the
mold infestation.
This summer, 28 students were moved
to townhouses after large amounts of mold
were found growing in the apartments.
Small mold problems were found in two
townhouse basements as well, according
to Stephenson.
The university tried to correct the problem in-house but was unable to rectify the
crisis in the apartments. University personnel cleaned the townhouse basements.
EnviroMted, an outside firm, was called
in to rid the buildings of the moisture and
humidity, the two major causes of the mold.
The entire building was sealed up, and the
humidity dropped to an acceptable level.
The spots with mold were cleaned using biocide solutions and HEPA Vac technology.
The mold was removed before the start
of school and the apartments were re-opened
for residents to move in for classes. The
university has been monitoring the buildings every since.
Even though the project is completed
on the apartments, the university will continue to be vigilant with any problems or
concerns anywhere on campus.
According to Stephenson, in any building on campus with air conditioning or
chilled pipes, there is the potential for condensation. All buildings are monitored for
any problems for the foreseeable future.
"We will be as vigilant as possible,"
said Stephenson.

with food and drink specials, according to
Klock.
The society has plans for more performances and "Dr. Mullan has discussed
bringing in a genealogist who specializes in
Irish names," said Klock. "This way people
who have wondered where their Irish ancestors came from can come find out."
This will be the first full semester that
the club has been an active organization on
Fairfield.
"[The club was founded] in order that
people can enjoy and take pride in their Irish
heritage." said Klock.

BY CHRIS ZEITZ

The Irish Society, a new club on campus, will present the Irish expatriates band
Black 47 at the Levee Thursday night.
Co-sponsoring the event with IRHG
and UNITE, this is likely to be the largest
event in the young club's life.
"We have held one meeting, which
included a performance by Carmac [a traditional Irish song band] and we had about
70 people show up. Since then, our club has
grown to well over 100 members," said Sean
Klock '04, the president of the society.
Black 47 had a successful concert at
Fairfield University already.
"I have seen Black 47 twice. Once
when they played here at the Quick Center
a couple years ago," Klock said.
Klock said he was excited about the
upcoming performance.
"They are a great band, with original songs, and play a great set. It's that
simple."
Money for the society and the events
they intend to sponsor comes from fundraisers.
"The Irish Society is financed through
its own fundraisers and with the help of Dr.
James Mullan and the Irish Studies Department," Klock said.
With funding from other on campus organizations, IRHG and UNITE, the event on
www.black47.com
Thursday will be free to those who attend The levee broke: Black 47 plays Thursday

ATHENA
DINER - RESTAURANT

3170 Fairfield Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06605 Tel (203) 335-8228

The Best of Taco Loco!
• Best Outdoor Heated Patio! A area, oiace to

Student Special
10% off with
your Stag Cord

have fun. Casual, warm, fun and comfortable.
• Best Maraaritas! For one thins... ours are fresh! Real
Margaritas! Lime, Strawberry, Peach, Mango, Banana and...
• BeSt Mexican Food! Steak Burritos, Shrimp Tacos,
Vegetarian Enchiladas, Poppers, The Very Best Wings, Nachos,
Mexican Pizzas and more! Always Fresh & Delicious!
• Best HoDDY Hour! Mexican Munchies & Haoov Hour
Prices! Coronas S2.25 and 1 /2 Price Margaritas,
Mon-Fri 3:00 pm-6:30 pm
. Best LutlCh Buffet! All you can eat Mexican Lunch Buffet
Mon-Fri I 1:30 am-2:30 pm. Over 25 items and includes a Free
Margarita, Draft or Soft Drink, only S9.95/pp.

Fresh Seafood o Steaks
Chops o Cocktails
Wines o Beer
Thanks for voting
us best diner!

. Best Prices Anywhere! we offer student discounts.
• Best Service! Friendly and prompt everyday!
**>J>

-^
Visit our website at
www.tacoloco.com
for directions, online ordering,
coupons, and gift cards.
We look forward to serving you!
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Students prepped for traffic problems

MIRROR

New Prep athletic center adds
to on-campus traffic congestion

BY ASHLEIGH EGAN
As if driving around trying to avoid
ice and snow in the winter at Fairfield isn't
difficult enough, students now have a new
obstacle to avoid, Fairfield Prep parents.
The flow of Prep parents on campus is
not a new phenomenon, but their location
on "Prep alley" (the road between the Prep
and the Quick Recreation Complex) is a
change this semester, with the opening of
the new gym complex this past fall. During
the evening hours on weekdays, upwards
of half a dozen Prep parents can be seen
waiting on either side of this road, almost
entirely blocking traffic.
In previous years, Prep students had
their locker rooms located in Alumni Hall.
"We are aware of some weekday traffic
congestion in that area since the new gym
was opened," said Frank Ficko, associate
director of security.
There are fire lane signs located in front
of the Prep to attempt to prevent parents
and students from waiting in the area and
blocking traffic, there are no such signs in
front of the gym.
Students are not happy with this new
traffic issue.
"I'd rather run errands at an inconvenient time for me than risk getting side-

Parking woes: The Xavier parking lot gets tight when Fairfield Prep lets out, but now
Fairfield students are concerned about traffic in front of Prep's athletic center.

swiped by a soccer mom in a minivan who
seems to think she is the only one who has
places to go and things to do," said Caitlin
Winters '05.
"God forbid any of the college students

have access to the roads on our campus
when it's a time for the Prep kids to be
picked up," said Winters.
The issue of traffic congestion with
the dismissal of Prep students from school

is not new.
"Prep pick up for students and athletes
has always been a little congestion problem," said Robert Harris, athletic director at
Fairfield Prep. Harris added that in the past
parents would often meet children up near
Lessing Field to try to eliminate congestion
in front of Alumni Hall.
According to Harris, the vast majority
of students drive themselves, so their cars
are located behind the school, but he can see
where the issue of parents picking up kids
has shifted a bit.
Fairfield Prep has no official policy for
athlete pick-up following practices.
Although Harris said that the Prep has
not noticed a congestion problem, they are
willing to work with Fairfield security, and
the Prep wants to do anything they can to
minimize issues.
Ficko said there has been one accident
reported in the "Prep alley" since the gym
opened, but it was during snowy conditions.
However, he said he would rather not wait
for an incident either.
Fairfield security will be looking into
the matter and will take corrective measures
if necessary.
Richard Magdon, director of operations
for Fairfield Prep, could not be reached for
comment.

gamsung has just put you in the running to carry the torch.

Write an essay and you could be a torchbearer for the ATHENS 2004 Olympic Torch Relay.
Justvisitwww.samsungusa.com/olympics
Samsung is bringing you one step closer to the glory and fame of the Olympic Games. Just write a simple 50-word
online essay at www.samsungusa.com/olympics explaining how you embody the Olympic spirit, if your submission
wins, you could have the honor of toeing an Olympic torchbearer as the torch goes on tour. It's your chance to
potentially share in a unique moment of Olympic history for all the world to see. Samsung. Share the experience.
Samsung x426
Wireless Phone
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Do music and politics mix:
BY BRYNNE FORMATO

When does political expression cross the line between freedom of speech and venture into
just plain bad taste?
The video for "Megalomaniac," the new single from Incubus'
fifth album, "A Crow Left of the
Murder" depicts a George Bush
look-alike speaking to groups of
protestors, turning into a bald eagle
and eating his audience, whose human heads have been replaced by
fish heads.
There are shots of signs reading "Operation Freedom Control
(as opposed to Bush's Operation
Iraqi Freedom) and "The United
States Air Force Presents...
Brain Washing." In one
scene, a family drinks
oil from an oil
while
feed-

ing their baby a bottle full of but with that said, artists must
the same gooey black substance. recognize that they have a powerAccording to an article by Joe ful instrument for self-expression
D'Angelo on www.mtv.com, this and expression of views."
Incubus is not the only band
could be "a symbol of America's
thirst for Iraq's greatest export." that have recently made headlines
Periodically throughout the video in the politically incorrect departBrandon Boyd, the lead singer, ment. In the bootleg song "We
calls for the Bush look-alike to Are American," Eminem boasts
"step down, step down."
"I don't rap for dead presidents,
The controversial video is I'd rather see the president dead."
on heavy rotation on MTV"*md " fhb <ong was not finished and
MTV2; MTV did not return a was never released but the Secret
phone call seeking comment.
Service did review the situation to
Students debate which side of ascertain if it was necessary to take
the blurred line this video falls on. action, according to www.cnn.com.
"I think there is a difference Eminem never directly named
between making a political state- President Bush; however, the title
ment and just being an ass," said "We Are American," leaves little
Leah Bellemare '05.
to the imagination about to whom
Although Nick Mercadante, the lyrics refer.
station manager at WVOF, be"I think that Eminem's words
lieves that musicians have the intend and seek to create pubright to say what they want, the lic ridicule and highly
individual tact and integrity of controversial
each artist can be questionable.
thought,"
"Music is a way to reach said Mermillions with your thoughts
and words," said Mercadante. "To deny
someone that
ability is
wrong,

cadante. "Whether he actually
knows what the hell he is talking
about is up for debate. Eminem
seeks to be controversial for his
own ends and not the ends of art
and expression."
Music professor Brian Torff
believes that it is every American's
right to criticize political leaders,
even though depending on the context, some musicians may overstep
their boundaries. Ultimately, according to Torff, "these guys are
paid to go too far—that's how the
game works!"
Whether individuals' opinions are respected or condemned,
it doesn't change the fact that you
can say
whatever

you want in America, something
our nation prides itself on.
"It may seem really harsh, but
it's just the artist's way of expressing themselves," said Kate Herlihy
'05. "It's not that different from
a show like 'Crossfire', it is just
that their opinions are respected
more."
Politics professor John Orman
believes that presidents are always
going to be objects of ridicule, and
when it comes to publicly criticizing political figures, musicians
should do it more, even at the
dismay of others.
"I believe in the first amendment freedom," said Orman. "I
think artists have the right to make
their own art and that's one of the
things about American democracy.
You have to give the artists the
chance to make their statement, but you don't
have to buy it."

Contributed Photos; Photo illustration by Tara Lynch
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The Mirror Grammy Wrap-up
BY BRIAN LYNCH

Despite a few technical difficulties
that were admirably handled by crew and
performers, including one of the most unintentionally amusing moments of Grammy
history, this year's awards ceremony went
quite smoothly.
It was Grammys as usual: some solid
performances, odd presenting choices, strange
moments, and little, if any, remark about the
non infamous "Nipplegate".
The performances were, without doubt,
amazing. If you were disappointed with the
Super Bowl's halftime show's focus on a kind
of poorly done retro-hits night, the Grammys
should have more than made up for it.
Beyonce and Prince (we can finally
pronounce his name again!) kicked out good
renditions of "Purple Rain" and "Crazy in
Love", and when Ms. Knowles came up again
to perform "Dangerously in Love 2" in what
looked like a giant painting of high society,
she didn't disappoint.
However, some artists weren't as impressive. Dave Matthews, Sting, Pharrell, and

Vince Gill's cover of "I Saw Her Standing
There" was definitely one of the low points
of the evening, matched only by Sting's later
performance of "Roxanne" with Sean Paul. 1
give them credit for trying to revamp a classic, but Sting's pseudo schoolgirl getup and
Sean Paul's lyrical style really didn't help
their cause.
What redeemed the Grammy's in lieu of
their bold, yet unfulfilled move? Well, pretty
much every other performance of the night,
including the Heineken "Royalties" commercial. Jack White pulled off a searng guitar
solo during the White Stripes' performance of
"Seven Nation Army", and Outkast's "Hey Ya"
definitely got the crowd going.
Justin Timberlake checked his ego at the
door to not only apologize for the Jackson
incident, but to rock "Senorita" Elton John
style and add some more umph to the Black
Eyed Peas' crowd-pleasing performance of
"Where Is The Love?". Kudos to the boy for
stepping up where lesser performers would
have faltered.
Representing the women, singers Martina
McBride and Christina Aguilera blew away

the crowd.Aguilera surprised most with the
tremendous amount of clothing covering her
normally scantily clad assets, in addition to
costume changes of Cher-esque proportion.
However, the highlight of the evening
was definitely The Church of Funk. Trying to describe it with words is fruitless; if
you missed it, find it. You owe yourself that
much.
On to presenters : the most befuddled
of the evening were easily B.B. King, Joe
Perry, and Steven Tyler, as they were, much
like everyone else present, shocked at the
genius and succinctness of Andre 3000's
acceptance speech for Best Rap Album. For
future award winners - shorter is better. Rambling for minutes on end and thanking every
person you ever met does not make you more
important than the guy who won the award
the year before.
Also, the odd coupling of Amber Tamblyn (of "Joan of Arcadia" fame), Jakob Dylan
(of being a better singer than his dad fame),
and Amy Lee (of, as she said, "chick playing
a piano" fame) as presenters of the Best Male
Pop award is evidence that there is no method

?

Ani makes an 'Educated Guess
BY MEGAN MCGORY

If two words could sum up Ani
Difranco's most recent album, "Educated
Guess", then the two I would choose would
be "beautifully simplistic".
However, two words can't do this
album justice. According to her website,
Difranco recorded, sang, played the instruments and mixed this album entirely by
herself, exploring the freedom that owning
her own record company allows her to do.
It works.
Admittedly, I'd never heard any of
Difranco's music before, and I was pleasantly surprised. Okay, so from what I'd
heard of Difranco, maybe I was expecting
some sort of emo femme-nazi screaming
about some dude who'd done her some
grave injustice. Kind of like Alanis Morrisette.
But I digress. Like I said, I was pleasantly surprised. I liked my first taste of her
music; it didn't make me want to rip off my
bra and set it on fire.
Some songs seemed like they were
pulled from a poetry slam and set to a simple guitar, such as "Grand Canyon". Just
because I said Difranco wasn't a femmenazi doesn't mean she's not a feminist—she
is. It's just that this song doesn't throw it
in your face; spoken softly, she tells us "we
are standing at ground zero/of the feminist
re volution.../the time is nothing if not nigh/
to let the truth out/the coolest f-word ever
deserves a f***ing shout!"
"Rain Check" begins with a music box,
and is the song where Difranco displays
her vocal ability. Sometimes her voice
alternates between a deep and soulful jazzy

voice, and a high pitched chirp—one that
surprisingly doesn't detract from the music.
I'll bet that she spends a lot of time out in
the woods singing with the birds.
While the album received mixed
reviews, I can't see why. Maybe those
other reviewers were comparing her latest
endeavor to her past successes and it's
vastly different. Maybe it's all the same and
everyone's sick of her. I have no idea.
Through many of the songs, Difranco
reminds us of the roots of lyrical music—words set to a rhythm with instruments. Through her renditions of her poetic
lyrics, she shows us that you don't even
have to show off your vocal abilities to get
your point across or even make it beautiful
because it can be beautiful in its own right.
That's what makes it beautifully simplistic.

at all behind the selection. I'm a proponent
of the throwing-at-names-on-a-dartboard
theory. (This would also explain how Jason
Alexander, pimp-lord Don "Magic" Juan, and
a no less extravagant Snoop Dogg ended up
onstage introducing strange bedfellows The
Foo Fighters and jazz pianist Chick Corea)
Of course, there is no shortage of strange
moments at an awards show like the Grammy's. Like when Yoko Ono talked about what
John would have said if he were there at the
40th anniversary of the Beatles in America. I
think he would have given an actual speech,
instead of quoting titles of songs he wrote.
Also, Vince Gill getting screwed out of
his guitar solo was probably the best move the
audio guys at the Grammy's could have made
all night. (Except for the dead mic they gave
Celine Dion - that was priceless.)
In summation : Grammys cool. Performances : awesome. Presenters : eh. Screw
ups : all good. Posthumous awards : in no
short supply. Janet Jackson: nowhere in sight.
Kenny Loggins : 4th row from the front. And
Samuel L. Jackson : Still a bad-ass mutha.

'Miracle' is
BY ANDREAS BISBIKOS

Disc

DATA

Rating:
Artist:
Ani Difranco
Album:
Educated Guess
Label:
Righteous Babe
Records

In 1980, the United States did the impossible and beat
the Russians in the Winter Olympic games held m Lake
Placid, New York. Led by coach Herb Brooks, a team of |
college hockey players was rigorously conditioned to outlast and outplay Europe's best, including Norway, Sweden,
West Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Russia. The newly |
released film entitled "Miracle" is their story.
Being a fan of sports films and a greater fan of Kurt I
Russell, I was greatly anticipating watching this film. Kurt I
Russell ("The Thing", "Escape From NY/LA" Series) stars I
as legendary coach Herb Brooks, whom before having to |
take on the task of molding an Olympic team was a successful college coach.
We learn that Herb Brooks was cut from a previous I
Olympic hockey team that went on to win the gold medal,
thus he made it his personal goal to get that medal even |
if it be through his great coaching skills. As a coach h<;
is stern, yet cunning in understanding the problems that 1
his team has and what they need to accomplish to make a |
strong showing in the Lake Placid game.
An example of his great coaching skills was successfully dramatized when he pushed his tired squad of college I
players into doing line drills after an exhibition game they
should have won. This effort not only conditioned the
team, but also taught them the value of being a team. AI
team that one player would describe as a "family."
As a family man Herb Brooks is at times complex as
he and his wife argue over the great stake that his coaching job will have to his family, yet is charming in finding j
a solution. What Kurt Russell does here is a phenomenal
job in portraying a man who is dedicated to his job, yet
one whom has tough time being emotional.
The truth is that the greatest miracle in this film is
Kurt Russell historic portrayal of Herb Brooks. An actor
who is one of the best of our time, yet given little respect,
Kurt Russell does another great acting job.
With all that being said, no other actor is notable in
this film. In fact, the hockey players weren't actors at all,
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look at the performances, presenters and Prince
And the winners are....
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Album of the year: "Speakerboxxx/The Love Beloew"
Outkast
Record of the year: "Clocks" Coldplay
Song of the year: "Dance with my Father" Richard
Marx and Luther Vandross
New Artist: Evanesence
Female Pop Vocal Performence: "Beautiful" Christina
Aguilera
Male Pop Vocal Performence: "Cry me a River" Justin
fi
Timberlake
Rap Album of the Year: "Speakerboxxx/The Love
Below" Outkast
Pop Performence by a Duo or Group: "Underneath
it AH" No Doubt
Female Rap Solo Performence: "Work It" Missy Elliot
Male Rap Solo Performence: "Lose Yourself Eminem
Dance Recording: "Come into my World" Kylie
Minogue

Pop Vocal Album: "Justified" by Justin Timberlake
Rock Performence by Duo or Group with Vocals: "Disorder in the House," Warren Zevon and Bruce Springsteen
Female Country Vocal: "Keep on the Sunny Side,"
June Carter Cash
Contemporary R&B Album: "Dangerously in Love,"
Beybnce
R&B Song: "Crazy in Love," Beyonce feat. Jay-Z
R&B Album: "Dance with my Father," Luther Vandross
Traditional R&B Performence: "Wonderful," Aretha
Franklin
Rap Performence Duo or Group: "Shake ya Tail
Feather," Nelly, P.Diddy and Murphy Lee
Alternative Music Album: "Elephant," The White
Stripes
Metal Performence: "St. Anger," Metallica
Pop Instrumental Perofrmence: "Marwa Blues,"
George Harrison
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miraculous
but minor league players recruited for the film. Everyone
here has a few lines of dialogue here and there, but aren't
able to drive the movie without Kurt Russell. Only Patricia
Clarkson as Patty Brooks is able to shine a bit as Herb's
loving wife. In other words the only character you
can really care for in this film is Herb Brooks
^^
and even the hockey players are seen
as less of importance.
However, there is another
positive aspect to this film and
that is the directing effort of this
film. Director Gavin O'Conner
does a great job in creating
a seventies/early eighties
atmosphere and pretty good
job showing the U.S. Olympic team in action against its
various opponents, especially
against the Russian squad,
which is one of the film's few
highlights.
With all this said the film
is slightly above average. For
hockey films, it's a step up
above the "Mighty Ducks" and
their flying V, but nowhere as
entertaining as the "Slap Shot"
series (the two greatest hockey
films ever). Thus giving the
film 3 Stags is pretty generous,
with two and half of those stags
earned by Kurt Russell's performance. The movie in truth isn't
exciting since we know the end
result, yet even a strong build up
could have made this film into a great
film. Alas, at least Kurt Russell earns
some praise.
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Editor: Laura Pfeifer
E-mail: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

DEEP FRYED
ETHAN FRY

V-Day sucks

Ahh, Valentine's Day. Now
little more than a mile
marker on the highway
of our culture's deteriorating selfindulgence, it's a holiday that I
could do without, to say the least.
I've been lucky enough so far
in my life not to be involved in a
real "relationship" on Valentine's
Day, and this of course has saved
me tons of money and emotional
investment I would have spent on
meaningless dinners in fancy restaurants and expensive gifts devoid
of any true sentiment or feeling.
I do not think too highly of
"relationships," and instead of offering some cliched dissection of
how Valentine's Day was invented
by the Hallmark Corporation, I'm
setting my sights on a bigger target. If you're a woman, you should
probably stop reading right now.
Our cultural conception of
"love" is hopelessly misguided. As
Joseph Campbell notes in his "Power of Myth," the troubadours of the
twelfth century were the first ones to
think of courtly love and romance in
the way we do now. Before then, it
didn't exist. Now do we really want
things as important as our notions
of love and human interaction being
dictated by a bunch of wandering
fancy boy minstrels from 900 years
ago? I didn't think so.
Besides, what is a "relationship" within the confines of the
college experience besides an
endless string of broken promises,
empty pronouncements of love
and hurt feelings all leading up to
disastrous breakup after disastrous
breakup? Don't get me wrong, relationships always start off well,
but in college you can't keep them
going long, nobody can.
That point leads me to my
broad, overreaching conclusion.
Ladies, if you're still reading,
just remember the following: all
guys are scumbags. It's true, we
all know it, and there's no getting
around this basic fact. Men, especially those in college, are just
unprepared and unable to maintain
any sort of meaningful relationship
at all. So if you think you are in
a meaningful relationship, you're
lying to yourself, trust me.
I hate to be such a bring-down
around a holiday like Valentine's
Day, but it's better for people to see
the light now. So don't believe the
hype, don't think you can build a
meaningful relationship, don't
look back in anger, and don't believe in some meaningless, massproduced cliche.
At least not today.

1 fCgnant paUSe on expecting students
BY JESSICA RIU

Could you be pregnant?
Female students who frequent the Health Center at Fairfield University routinely hear
this question from doctors and
nurses when students seek medical attention.
But what if the answer is yes?
What if the student wants to keep
going to school while pregnant?
According to Anne Cole, director of the Fairfield University
department of health services, if
you become pregnant, you can
Photo illustration by Carleigh Brower/The Mirror
stay in the residence halls until Oh baby: A woman weighs her options.
delivery and can return afterwards
only without the baby. Cole con- about being a pregnant student or field that would give you a zero
firmed that Fairfield students have being pregnant while living in a for the day if you were in the
become pregnant but would not residence hall.
hospital giving birth on a test
discuss how often it occurs.
With all the physical symp- day and ones that would let you
Residence Life has a pro- toms that come along with preg- have a make-up for the test you
tocol to make sure the student nancy, it is not unreasonable to missed," said Cantrell. "It is up
is under medical prenatal care assume that a pregnant student to each professor."
and to offer support for her deci- would need some "sick" days.
"If a student has any valid
sions. "Res Life staff members However, the university has no reason (for missing class), includare not to be judgmental about policy on this and does not offer ing health care during pregnancy,
a student's choices," said Laura any special privileges to pregnant I do my best to help the student
Cantrell, associate director of students regarding missing class make up the material they have
Residence Life. She also noted or heavy workloads.
missed, and to make up any tests
that Fairfield has no restrictions
"I know professors at Fair- they might have missed," said Dr.

Victor Newton, a physics professor. "Healthcare needs due to
pregnancy should be considered
at least as important and needful
as any others."
Not all professors feel this
way. "Pregnancy isn't an illness,"
said Dr. Phyllis Braun, a biology
professor. "There is no reason, unless a medical situation occurred,
to miss class. A doctor's excuse is
the only excused absence."
Dr. George Lang, a professor
in the math department, feels that
pregnancy does not interfere with
students getting work done as
much as its aftermath. "In my 33
years here, I have not had students
miss class, as far as I know, due
to pregnancy," Lang said.
"Most women find they can
continue most of their activities
throughout their pregnancies.
Students have had more attendance problems due to child
care. Women who are pregnant
and planning to continue their
studies would be wise to work
out the logistics for child care
well before their due date."
SEE "WHAT" ON P.
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Desperate for a date? There's still a chance
BY TARA LYNCH

& JOSHUA O'CONNELL
February 14. Valentine's Day. That Hallmark holiday when young, in love couples
swoon over chocolates and gas-station roses.
If you're single, it can be a tough time of
year, but that doesn't mean you have to lock
yourself in your room this weekend gorging
on self-bought Godiva and crying over "When
Harry Met Sally."
This year, Fairfield University clubs offer
you, the single students ofFairfield, a plethora
of options for finding love. From computer
programs that find you your perfect match to
the chance to buy the hottest guys and girls on
campus, the chances for love are high.
Get a date for a price
This Friday from 7 p.m. to 12 a.m.
SALSA sponsors it's third annual "Buy A
Date" at the Levee.
"For people that don't have dates for
Valentine's Day, it's a great chance to come out
and have your chance with some of the finest
men and women at Fairfield," said Francesca
Cobb '04, president of SALSA.
Attendees will have the opportunity to
bid on over 20 eligible Fairfield students.
Anyone who bids over $15 will receive two
movie tickets for their date, with the highest
bidder also receiving a gift certificate to take
their date out to dinner.
Last year saw a wide variety of students
being auctioned off, including basketball play-

Photo illustration by Bill McBainAThe Mirror

ers, SALSA members and other members of
the Fairfield community. Men's basketball
player Terrance Todd grabbed the highest bid
last year, earning $48.
"The best part is that it all goes to a good
cause, with all proceeds going to Dress for
Success," said Cobb. "We wanted to keep
the tradition alive of doing something fun and
good for the community. It's a great event."
Dress for Success is a charity that helps
over 45,000 low income women in 75 cities
each year by giving them a suit and setting
them up with a job interview, helping to get
them off welfare and into the workplace.
Cobb added that SALSA Candy Grams
are also benefiting the charity. So far, over
$100 has been raised.

"It's a great, diverse crowd," said Cobb.
"Everyone that comes out always has a great
time."
Dating by survey
If you want to buy yourself some extra
time and avoid the pressure of a Valentine's
Day date, IRHG has extended its Data Match
offering.
Three hundred copies of the survey have
been distributed to students, according to Jessica Cataldo, president of the IRHG, but only
30 surveys have been returned as of press time.
To increase the number of people participating
in the Data Match results, IRHG is planning
on passing out more surveys during its popular "Singled Out" event occurring Friday at 7
p.m. in the Oak Room of the Barone Campus
Center.
Questions are varied, and include whether
you're a clean or messy person, what kind of
salsa you like the most, and apparently important enough to ask twice, if you're male
or female.
Results will be made available sometime
between one and two weeks after the big Vday, meaning that Valentine's Day won't be
the last chance for true love. While the Data
Match program usually incurs a cost to those
students who want a copy of their printout,
IRHG is eating the cost of the program in order
for students to enjoy it more fully.
"I'd say it's a fun thing to do," said Cataldo. "However, I don't think you should expect
to meet your future husband from this."
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The Real Vforldj FairfieluJ Follow the true stories of seven freshmen
BY KELLY SHEEHAN

Followed around campus by cameras
until they graduate, seven students from
the class of 2007 will be the stars of a fouryear documentary temporarily nicknamed
"4D."
"The documentary's first driving vision
is to focus on the major life changes that
these students go through; their triumphs
and failures, their success stories and how
they deal with the growing up process of
college," said John Ur, Fairfield's digital
media and television producer who is in
charge of the process.
Mark Ambrose, Desirae Brown, Adrian
Gasparian, Kelly Henn, Chris MacDonald,
J.P. Ryan and Ashley Toombs will deal with
many issues in front of the camera for four
years, ranging from relationship and roommate problems to family problems.
"The heart of the documentary lies
in how they react, learn and change to the
problems presented to them," said Ur.
Because the director of the Media Center, Rev. James Mayzik, S.J. had decided to
make the documentary only a few weeks
before freshmen orientation, he tried to get
volunteers from the class of 2007 there. After gathering 30-40 names, e-mails were sent
out to the volunteers to see if they were still
interested. Ur received 15 responses.
"I didn't really think I was going to be
picked because I'm not that interesting,"
said Mark Ambrose '07. "But I thought it
was a cool idea to see how seven people
were going to change during college. I figured, what the hell, go for it."

lowed and be allowed to comment anytime
during the taping, unlike the subjects on
MTV who are asked to act like the cameras
are never present.
"It's not supposed to be 'Real World'
soap opera kind of stuff. Hopefully we can
make something more substantial that that,"
said Ur.
to the camera following you, but at first it
So far, the Media Center is not sure
was weird, like when I was moving in. It how the footage will be presented and they
was definitely weird when they were here probably won't know until many tapes are
and he [my roommate] came back from the , edited. Fifty hours of tapes were collected
shower. A good start to the semester."
during first semester alone. It is estimated
The students hope the taping will have a that at that pace, there will be 400 hours of
positive effect on their college experience. tapes to sort through by the time the students
"I think it will be fun. I want to see graduate.
how I will change over four years. I also
"And it may be more than that... I'm
want other people to see my experiences going to guess that we'll have 500 hours oi
so they can understand me better... It will footage at the end," said Ur.
help break down stereotypes," said MacThe Media Center hasn't set a date for
Donald.
when the documentary will be released. The
Even though the process isn't demand- end could be on graduation day in 2007, or
ing, the freshmen may still choose to back it may even go past that. Most likely, the
out if they desire. Ur hopes that after com- project will be completed in the summer
mitting so much time to the project they of 2008.
won't, but he would never force anyone
"I figure it's going to take a couple
to stay.
of months of hard editing work to put this
"The success of this project is contin- together," said Ur.
gent upon their complete cooperation, so it
Although there are no outside compawould be very detrimental to our work if we nies involved yet, it is Fairfield's hope that
tried to force someone to stick with it even this production will be aired on television
if they weren't into it," said Ur.
in the future.
"They're respectful. They just want
"It would be cool, but I don't think
me to do what I do, and they never push about it too much right now. It's just one
anything," said Ambrose.
guy following me around with a camera.
The Media Center would like to deflect But it's weird that all this personal stuff I'm
any comparison to the MTV show "The Real doing and saying could be on TV one day,"
World." Fairfield's freshmen will be fol- said Ambrose.

-f«SllAfv*€.HANNSt
During the summer, the Media Center
employees visited 13 incoming freshmen's
homes for screenings. They took a camera
and talked with the students and their families. The Media Center tried to get a sense of
how the students would act on camera.
"The students have been really cool.
They are generally very easygoing about us
coming to film whenever and have been surprisingly very open to talking about things
which are extremely personal," said Ur.
"I've been pretty truthful," saicLChris
MacDonald '07. "I mean, I've saidsome
pretty personal things, but I don't want to
look back and say to myself, 'I wish I had
said that.'"
Ur says he enjoys working on the documentary because the students are equally
unique. Media Center employees involved
include Ur, Mayzik, Casey Timmeny, and
Jon Thomas, who hope they can successfully capture the freshmen's unique stories
of growth on camera.
The cameramen and some advanced
television students follow the freshmen
around once or twice a month. They are
even followed into class!
"I try not to let the cameras affect what
I say, because I'm just trying to be me,"
said Ambrose. "After a while you get used

What to expect if you're expecting as a student
CONTINUED FROM P.
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"Being pregnant would require lots of
doctor's visits and days of feeling sick. I
think a professor should treat that as they
would treat any other important doctor's
visit or sick day," said Meghan Sullivan
'06. "As for missing class for childcare,
that would understandably be unexcused.
If you are going to have a baby and remain
in school, you need to take responsibility
and figure out how you're going to work
that."
When a student finds out she is pregnant, there are many options she can explore. According to Cantrell, Fairfield offers
counseling from many different levels of expertise, from the resident advisor, residence
hall coordinator, Health Center, Counseling
Center, and outside agencies. "Res life staff
members are not limited in what can be discussed with a student," she said.
If a student decides they want to
terminate the pregnancy or give the child
up for adoption, they can contact Planned
Parenthood in Bridgeport to find local
options.
If the student decides to stay on
campus during pregnancy, the Health
Center will help as a liaison between
the student and the hospital where she
will give birth. "We have had pregnant
students here, but they choose to have
their care elsewhere," said Cole. "Of
course we are available for any medical

Carleigh Brower/The Mirror

Selling sex: CVS is one-stop shopping for peace of mind.
condition, but we would refer to an obstetrician for pre-natal care."
According to Cantrell, the OB-GYN
doctor can help find lamaze classes for the
student, most of which are at the hospital
where the student decides to deliver, and are
taken during the third trimester. Bridgeport
Hospital offers childbirth prep classes, breastfeeding classes, and child readiness classes.
When the baby comes, if the mother
wants to stay with it, she cannot return to
the residence halls. Many larger schools
such a the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst and the University of California
at Los Angeles offer family housing for
married students or students with children.
Fairfield does not offer any such housing for
students who become mothers.
"Many of the six schools I have

worked at did not have family housing,"
said Cantrell. "Fairfield University is a
school geared towards students from high
school and thus does not provide family
housing since it is not the market that we
draw our students from. I would venture to
say that the majority of our peer institutions

and other Jesuit schools do not have family
housing."
"Regardless of the fact that most students do not procreate during their time at
Fairfield, family housing should always be
an option," said Michaela Smith '06. "We
are a Jesuit school with somewhat strict
standards, like single sex floors, etc., so
it is something that the school is probably
against, but it should be available for students in various domestic situations so that
they can finish their education."
Does Fairfield's Jesuit affiliation have
anything to do with its policies on pregnant
students?
"Yes and no," said Cantrell. "Fairfield
handles students as individuals and is interested in them finishing their education thus
no students would be asked to leave due to
a pregnancy. Fairfield University does not
give out birth control at the health center, but
will discuss options with you and liaison for
you to explore birth control options."

Cheers & Boos
will return next week...
Send yours in by Monday at 5 p.m.
tothemirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
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The bloody history of Valentine's Day
BY BRYNNE FORMATO

February 14 usually conjures up images
of love, chocolates and roses. However,
Valentine's Day legends include tales of
imprisonment, death and pagan rituals.
Most Fairfield students want to stick to
the usual celebration.
"For Valentine's Day, I want to let my
special someone know exactly how much I
appreciate her and what she means to me,"
said Bill Armstrong '05. "I try to remember
special memories that we have together and
bring them back, perhaps a candlelight dinner with the food that we have eaten on past
dates, music from a concert we've seen together, or even (gulp) watch a chick flick."
According to The History Channel's
website, www.historychannel.com, both
the ancient Roman festival of Lupercalia
and a martyred saint named Valentine or
Valentinus were the original moldings of
our modern day Valentine's Day.
Lupercalia celebrates the founders of
Rome, Romulus and Remus, as well as the
Roman god of agriculture, Faunus. Since
Romulus and Remus were raised by a wolf
(lupa) as infants, this festival involved a
group of priests called the Luperci sacrificing a goat, forming strips out of its hide
and running around Rome lightly smacking
young Roman women with the hides dipped
.in blood.

Regina LawrencefThe Mirror

Crazy in love: Campus couple Karelyn Ulkas '06 and her boyfriend Rich Juliano '05.
The women believed being hit with
these strips promised increasing fertility.
According to the same legend, the festival
included a match making session when
women would enter their names into a
bucket and young men would draw their
potential partner.
The matches made could eventually
become marriages, according to another legend. In the third century, Roman Emperor
Claudius II prohibited marriage for young

men, whom he believed would be better off
serving in his army. Saint Valentine defied
the law and performed clandestine marriage
ceremonies for you lovers. His actions were
either found out and he was sentenced to
death, or he was helping Christians escape
from brutal Roman prisons that were more
like torture camps.
Either way, while he was in jail for
whatever reason, Valentine is believed to
have sent the first "Valentine." Some say

it was to a girl he fell in love with, presumably the daughter of his jailer. The card was
signed "from your Valentine," a phrase that
has been eternalized in billions of Hallmark
cards over the years.
So now that women aren't being
smacked with blood dripping goat hides
and men have the right to marry whomever,
whenever they want, how do modern day
kids feel about Valentine's Day over eight
hundred years later?
"I've never liked Valentine's Day,"
said Amanda St. Pierre '05. "I think it's
somewhat depressing and overrated. If I
don't have a decent Valentine, I'll pass. I
mean what do chocolates and flowers really
mean anyways?"
"Valentine's Day is nice when you have
a boyfriend, but if you don't it pretty much
sucks," said Liz Curtis '05. "My friends
without boyfriends get really depressed on
Valentine's Day."
Although this holiday may have originated with secret love and Roman festivals, many
people see Valentine's Day as a purely commercial holiday. According to the American
Greeting Card Association, over one billion
cards are sent on Valentine's Day, making this
holiday only second to Christmas.
"I think Valentine's Day is a holiday
that is created by Hallmark," said Jess Dubuss '05. "But it is fun to celebrate when I
have a boyfriend."

said / SHE said
Eric Walker

Danielle Koziura

Romance or raunch: Varying thoughts on V-Day
My earliest memories of Valentine's Day are not fond ones.
I can recall how in grammar
school every Valentine's day was an overcelebrated occasion. We were each forced
to make valentines for every member of
our class, even the smelly kid and the girl
that everyone made fun of because she was
really into horses.
When I was young, I saw Valentine's
Day as a stupid holiday devoted to love,
and I had no idea why. Back then the
only things besides my family that I truly
loved were G.I. Joes and baseball. Let's
be serious, girls in grammar school have
cooties.
Now that I'm all grown up and
much more mature, I still can't say that
Valentine's Day is one of my favorite days
of the year. I am a single man, so if you
don't have anyone to spend the holiday
with, we're in the same boat. I'm really
not too worried about it though, although
it seems some people are.
I overheard a girl the other day whining that she was going to be "alone" on
Valentine's Day. "Alone?" There are a
couple thousand people at this school
without significant others, but no one has
to be alone on Saturday if they don't want
to be. There are going to be so many drunk

and horny people looking to hook up at the
Grape or at the Sea Ranch's cuffs and cases
party that there is a good chance that everyone ends up with a someone that night.
For the guys who do have girlfriends,
it's going to cost you. On any other day
besides February 14, taking your girlfriend
to La Salsa is enough to get laid.
Not the case here. Instead of a romantic dinner of chicken quesadillas and
nachos, you have to blow all your cash
on wine, crab cakes, and a gift that deep
down she wishes that she had the receipt
for. It boils down to the fact that you have
to be on your best behavior and spend a
couple of hundred dollars to see what you
girlfriend bought at Victoria's Secret.
The bottom line is that Valentine's Day
is nowhere as cool as real holidays such
as Halloween or St. Patrick's Day. Don't
quote me on it, but I've got this theory that
there was no St. Valentine at all. The whole
day is just a farce, made up by some ugly
female executive at Hallmark who had a
boyfriend and wanted to rub it in her attractive single friends faces. Look it up if
you don't believe me.
In the meantime regardless of what
your dating situation, enjoy this weekend
and don't take the holiday too seriously.

F

lor the most part, Valentine's Day is a
fabricated holiday that women wait
A ffor every year. And guys, as much as
« you hate the idea of flowers and candy, we
love it. You have the Superbowl, we have
Valentine's
Day.
t
*
Being deemed the squadron com^* mander of sexual issues, its time to act
m on any romantic feeling you have in your
* body.
Now granted, there should not be a
t designated holiday to show your love for us
» but, if Hallmark didn't create it then when
* would we ever get appreciated?
Like I've said before, it doesn't take a
* lot to make us happy and considering most
* of us are on our last nickel and dime, it's
, time to get creative this holiday season.
But what you do for your girl is really
* all dependent on what level you two are at
* in your relationship. If the relationship is
> just starting, you better believe she's going
* to expect something amazing. Who am I
m kidding? Even if you've been dating for four
* years, we still expect something amazing.
Guys, this is the holiday that we can
brag to our girlfriends about how undeni* ably wonderful our boyfriends are—please
* don't let us down.
Now amazing doesn't mean jewelry
* or fancy dinners, well at least not to me.

Amazing can be as simple as buying her
favorite flowers, cooking her favorite dinner, renting her favorite movie. Make her
breakfast in bed. Just make us happy and
then we will "make you happy." Reciprocation is the key.
If you don't have one certain person
to be your valentine, what better time than
now to ask out that special someone? Everyone wants to go out on Valentine's Day
so the odds of her shootin' you down are
a lot lower on average than any other day
of the year.
What it really comes down to is that
this is the one day, whether you guys like
it or not, that we girls get you. all to ourselves.
Your friends will understand when you
tell them you have to hang out with us, at
least for a portion of the night. Have dinner and then go to the bar and get rocked,
you've probably already finished a few
bottles of wine so you've already eased
into the night.
It's all about thought and we all know
your other head is thinking all the time, so
use the right one this time and don't forget
Saturday. It's only one day out of the year,
but make sure you do it right. So make
like Cupid, spread your wings, and spread
some love.
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Who is to blame
for grade inflation?
For the past few weeks there has been a dialogue concerning
Bill Abbott's grade inflation proposal and the anti-intellectual
character of Fairfield students in The Mirror.
It is true that there have been times when we have all
received average or good grades for minimal effort. Students
are economical; we're not going to complain when we can
keep the GPA up without having to sacrifice some relaxation
time.
However, it is also true that even if grade inflation exists,
even if the SATs have been recentered and even if professors
have no standards, students find value in the classes that
professors make valuable. Professors play a much larger role
in the academic experience of the student than most realize.
For every blow off class and professor, there is another
class and another professor that is truly challenging. These
are the classes where the professors make an effort to learn the
names of the students and who makes the class feel like they
are working as hard at teaching the material as the students
are at learning it.
These are also the classes where the professors are available
after hours to discuss the material or answer questions. That
makes it seem like teaching is a priority to the professors instead
of a necessary evil of academic life. This makes the student
respect the professor and appreciate the class.
Students are not solely responsible for the problem of grade
inflation. We contribute to it, but we have no control over the
grades that professors give.
As for being anti-intellectual, it's hard to be interested
in a class that is routine lecture, practiced over the years to
perfection. It is also difficult to be engaged in a lecture that
does not respond well to interruptions or questions.
Fortunately, this does not represent the majority of Fairfield
classes or professors. For those classes and those professors that
have been a challenge, a C is more of a success than an A. If
an A is earned by the student, instead of given by the professor,
then the question of grade inflation is meaningless.
Grade inflation or no, a student knows when they have been
challenged and when a professor has really made an impact.
That's how we decide if our degree is worth anything.
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority
of The Mirror Editorial Board.
What is your opinion?
Write to us: commentary@faiiiieldmirror.com

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to commentary@fairfieldmirror.com
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once recieved, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.

The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center

The "hello" gradient at Fairfield
BY TARA TOULOUMIS

Friendly faces seem to be
a dime a dozen when you first
enter Fairfield as a fresh-faced
freshman.
Everywhere you
turn, there's somebody else you
sorta-kinda know who is eagerly
waving, desperately seeking human
connections in this scary, whirlwind
world known as college.
Case in point: you see a girl
that you somewhat remember from
intro to politics in the bathroom.
Immediately, you strike up a
conversation and later find yourself
sincerely hoping everything works
out between her and her long
distance high school sweetheart.
This type of interaction isn't
unique. These hazily familiar
individuals are all over campus
first semester freshman year,
especially because you have yet
to master the "We had a nice
conversation at a party but since
we were both intoxicated and I'm
not sure you remember me so I
will pretend I don't remember
you" rule. Moreover, as a naive
newcomer, you dish out "heys" and
"how's it goins" like they're going
out of style because after all, any
one of these random acquaintances
could be your next best friend.
Nevertheless, after winter
break, a strange phenomenon occurs.
That girl from the bathroom? She
ignores you in passing. That guy
you met at a party who lives two
towns over from you? Doesn't even
give you a second glance.
There's a breeze sweeping
across campus, and it isn't strictly
due to the change in seasons.

People are indeed colder. It seems
that everybody has miraculously
befriended their future bridesmaids
or permanent drinking buddies
and a smile is now rare, let alone
a complete verbal greeting.
Suddenly, even you find
yourself eating dinner with the same
people, night after night. How come
you missed the exclusivity memo?
As you climb the college
ladder, not only do you gain wisdom
in academics, but you also discover
the inescapable social truth known
as the "Hello" Gradient. No longer
are you as receptive as you were
first semester. You and your
entire class are closed off. You are
more possessive of your Helios,
dishing them out to only the most
deserving.
Year after year, your
opportunity to meet truly new
individuals dramatically plummets
and awkward conversation is

forced with people you have
already met on numerous
occasions, but still only consider
acquaintances that you run into
everywhere no matter how hard
you try to avoid them.
Awkward gym conversation,
forced smiles, hazy recollections
from parties. These all skyrocket in
frequency with collegiate maturity.
And although you're more closed
off, you have grown closer to the
people you eat dinner with, your
roommate, the people within your
major, and fellow club members.
Despite your decrease in public
acknowledgement to and by the
general Fairfield population, you
seem to be making real friends.
Good for you. But now, put
yourself out there again. Take up
the challenge. Try saying hello
to someone you haven't spoken
to since first semester. You never
know what might come of it.

Hey matey!: As we get older, we become less willing to say helio to
distant acquaintances. Captain Ron here isn't shy, though.
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Fairfield nabs fourteen fiilbright nominations
nominated by the U.S. for Fulbrights
are:

BY GWEN NOLAN

Enough of this attitude that
Fairfield students are somehow
sub-par when it comes to academic
prowess. Fairfield University has just
been honored with 14 nominations for
Fulbright grants. These students have
been nominated by the United Sates
to go abroad to further international
relations through education, research
or teaching.
These students worked hard on
their applications and over the past four
years, proving to a federal review board
that they were worthy of such an honor.
I applaud all of you, and am envious of

the amazing experiences you have in
front of you.
Congratulations to you and the
university for receiving such honors. I
encourage all underclassmen to follow
these outstanding seniors' lead and go
abroad, see what the world has to offer,
because the best lessons learned are
far from the campus of Fairfield. The
14 Fairfield students who have been

Gerald Abbey
James AUwein
Christine Carpino
John Chenier
James DiGuglielmo
Mary Claire Finnen
Brian Gosselin
Aelee Kwon
Stephanie Medvigy
Michael Mercer
Jacob Novak
Maura O'Connor
Jessica Viner
Kristine Walentik

MIRROR
QUESTION OF THE WEEK
MEREDITH CLINTON

What are you doing for
Valentines day?
I'm making my girlfriend
some soup that I have in
my room, and I'm going
to have some flowers
delivered to the room.
-Chris Merritt '06
■

JJ

—

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Alumnus offended by Abbott's remarks
To the Editor:
As a graduate of the class of
20011 take some offense to Professor
Abbott's remarks toward grade
inflation.
Yes, I will admit that senior year
I did not study every waking hour of
the day and that my entire life did not
revolve around school but I did study
when I needed to and am proud to say

that I graduated with honors.
Professor Abbott's comments
seem to diminish the hard work I
and other students put into their
academics.
I do not feel as though I only got
good grades because of grade inflation.
I believe the work I put into my studies
earned me my grades and that the
professors who gave me them did so
because of such hard work.

It should also be noted, many
times —especially second semester
senior year—seniors take electives
in which they do not have to study as
much as a major/minor class because
they are extremely occupied with
finding a job/career.
Sincerely,
Matt DeFranco
Class of 2001

Abbott: system is against academic standards
To The Editor:
In saying that her four years of hard work have been
demeaned, Ms. Carpino is correct, but not in the way she
thinks. She will graduate with many classmates who have
put forth only a fraction of the intellectual effort that she
has, and yet will have the same GPA. Her hard-won degree
will consequently be devalued unfairly by the world at large.
Word has already come back from New York and Boston
that Fairfield graduates are lazy and spoiled. Fairfield could
go the way of another eastern university that churned out so
many high-GPA but low-achieving graduates that the seven
major accounting firms stopped recruiting there.
We cannot wish this problem away. The embarrassing
survey results that Ms. Carpino would like to dismiss as
"mysterious" are easily accessible research conducted by Dr.
Kurt Schlichting of Sociology and Ms. Phyllis Fitzpatrick
of Management Information. As to the hazards of linking
SATs to university performance, this is exactly what an
opponent of my proposal did in suggesting that Fairfield's

recent grade increases were the result of better (higher-SAT)
students. Alas, the SATs were recentered in 1996 so that the
vast majority of scores are artificially higher.
I do not think that all Fairfield students are passive or
anti-intellectual; this was a misquotation. I am proud of
those students who want to learn, but I am disgusted by
the anti-intellectual atmosphere against which they have
to struggle here. From the students who assure freshmen
that nobody studies on Thursday nights, Friday nights, or
the weekend, to those professors who give out high grades
in dumbed-down courses and are rewarded for it with
greater enrollments and more time for research, to the
administrators who use student evaluations to help decide
which professors will receive merit pay, the whole system
is stacked against academic standards. Do we want this to
continue until a Fairfield diploma is all but worthless?
Sincerely,
William Abbott
Department of History

Forget SparkNotes, try the library
To The Editor:
Your Feb. 5, 2004 article entitled
"A Quick Study: Online Sites Speed
Up Reading" suggests that with the
existence of such free Web sites as
SparkNotes.comandPinkMonkey.com,
students can find plot overviews,
character analyses, major themes,
and such with the click of a button. It
should also be known, however, that
similar, and usually better, materials
are freely available from the Library's
Web site. And when visiting the
Library Web site, we neither charge
for materials, as does PinkMonkey, nor
do we require an account to be created,

as does SparkNotes. Your personal
information remains your own and is
not sold or shared online.
Some useful resources that freely
exist on the Library Web site are as
follows:
• In addition to offering "work
overviews" which summarize literary
works, Literature Resource Center
offers full-text access to literary
criticism, articles, and biographical
information.
• Twayne's Author's Series
contains full-text discussions of
author's works and life.
• The databases Literature Online
(LION) and NetLibrary offer full-

text access to nearly 360,000 works
in a variety of academic disciplines,
including poetry, drama, and prose.
Additionally, if students want to
come in to the Library, they can always
consult MasterPlots electronically or
in print for plot summaries and critical
evaluations of literary works.
See the Library's "English
Literature" Databases page to access
all of these resources, and more at:
http://library2.fairfield.edu/
databases.php.
Sincerely,
The Fairfield University
Reference Librarians

My boyfriendfrom
Michigan is flying in for
the week.
—Dominique Frio '06

I'm going to be auctioned
offat the buy-a-date, just
for the the charity money.
—Dahiana Martinez '06

Going to Princeton, hang
out with some oldfriends,
party. Maybe meet my
Valentine.
—Josh Rosen '06

Spend it with my girlfriend, Yvette.
—Kudjo Sogadzi '06

The suitemates and I are
probably going to go to a
movie and dinner.
—Tara Hansen '06
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
SWIMMING AND DIVING

ATHLETE

Both the men's and women's team haven't
had a meet since Feb. 2, but continue to
prepare for MAAC's Feb. 19-21 at Loyola.
This was the first season since 1989 that
both teams finished with a winning record.

OF THE WEEK
Athlete: DeWitt Maxwell

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Sport: Men's Basketball

Fell to MAAC rival Iona 75-61 on Saturday. Janelle McManus '04 and Ivana
Podrug '06 each had a team high of 17
points. Podrug also had nine rebounds.

Class: 2006
Hometown: Newark, NJ
PODRUG

MEN'S BASKETBALL
The men improved their MAAC record to 7-4 as
they beat Niagara 69-59 on Saturday in New York.
They now stand at 41-8 overall and will host Canisius Feb. 14 at Harbor Yard.

MEN'S TENNIS
The men fell to Boston University
6-1 Sunday in its spring season
opener. Zach Morrison '07 took the
lone singles victory 6-3,4-6, 10-5.
This Saturday, they will host Holy
Cross at 1 p.m.

Stags sport veteran pitching staff,
aim to prove experts wrong
CONTINUED FROM P. 20

"They are all very competitive even
when they're not pitching," Slosar said.
Anderson is looking to contribute more
He added that having four seniors is
in his second season.
a significant upgrade from last year, when
One of the themes of this team, accord- pitcher Paul Gorra '03 was the loan senior,
ing to Coach John Slosar, is strengthen up and had to divide his time between baseball
the middle defensively.
and football.
However the real leaders
For Northeasterners like
of the team are the four teamBarnett, Maisano (Farmingdale,
elected senior captains.
NY) and New Jersey natives
Interestingly, only one of the
Anderson and Quinn, strapping
four is an everyday player, right
on some under armor and taking
fielder Antaun Barnett '04. The
the field in frigid Fairfield is no
former Rice High School star has
problem.
led the Stags in home runs each
As for rookie middle inof the past two seasons.
fielder Antonio Plasencia '07,
He'll be joined as captain by
from Carolina, Puerto Rico, has
COACH
a trio of right handed pitchers:
some adjustments to make.
SLOSAR
starters Tom Maisano and Pablo
"It's strange. When I throw,
I can't feel my finger tips, but
Tamayo, and closer Pat Quinn.
All three have made notable contribu
it's something I have to get used to," he
tions on the mound during their careers,
said.
i

Position: Guard/Forward

www.fairfieldstags.ocsn.com

Maxwell was named Co-MAAC Player of the Week as he led
the Stags to a 2-0 winning streak on the road in Buffalo, NY. He scored
16 points in the 67-63 win over Canisius and had 22 points in the 69-59
win over Niagara.

WOMEN'S TENNIS
They shut out Albany 7-0 Saturday in New
York. Diane Webb 04 took the No. 1 singles victory 6-2, 6-0. Taylor Barvoets 07 won at No. 2
singles 6-0, 6-0.

BEACH HOUSE
FOR RENT
LANTERN POINT
2004-2005 SCHOOL YEAR
SLEEPS 4
CALL: 254-7705
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Coming soon... Return of the Deng
Gai eyes post-season play while Stags still soar high
BY BRYAN MAHONEY

While the Fairfield University men's basketball team
hoped to see its star forward back on the court soon, it appears they will have to wait a few more weeks for the return
ofDengGai'05.
Although Gai, who injured his right ankle during a
game against Manhattan College on Jan. 18, was slated to
return to action after three to four weeks, the severity of his
injury has now delayed his return until post-season play.
"He puts so much pressure on his legs and he did pretty
serious damage to his foot," said head coach Tim O'Toole.
"We're hoping by playoffs he'll be back.
"When I took x-ray's that night, I was told it was a stress
fracture and that I tore ligaments," said Gai.
"[My return] depends on the doctor and when I feel
better."
Gai's injury occurred early in the second half of the
game against the Jaspers, after he landed awkwardly on his
ankle during an attempted shot block.
"[Deng] went to block a shot, landed on someone
else's foot and rolled his ankle over," said head coach Tim
O'Toole.
"We all thought it was broken."
Prior to the injury, Gai was having a phenomenal season, leading the Stags in scoring as well as the nation in
blocks per game, with a 4.1 block average.
While the injury has left him unable to play, Gai has
remained extremely positive as well as motivated, training
twice a day with Fairfield Strength and Condition coach
Mark Spellman.
"I was disappointed at first, but injuries are just a part
of the game," said Gai. "It was bad but it could jhave been
worse. I'll be back for the MA AC tournament."
"He's been great doing rehab," said O'Toole. "The
thing that makes basketball hard is that it's lateral. He's done
an unbelievable job with rehab. I'm really proud of him."
Gai's teammates have also been supportive during his
rehabilitaion period.
"He wants to be out there with us," said Goode. "He's
focused on getting back with us."

Mirror file photo

Above the rim: A healthy Deng Gai '05 leaps above
defenders earlier in the season. He has been sidelined
by injury.
During physical therapy sessions, Gai has been doing
a number of exercises to strengthen his ankle, such as coldwater exercises, lifting and riding the bike.
"It's feeling much better now," said Gai. "I am walking
now on the treadmill."
Besides therapy, Gai has also has continued to do
drills with a basketball, hoping to maintain his touch with

the ball.
"I keep touch with the ball everyday," he said. "I want
to stay involved."
While Gai has been working extremely hard off the
court, his teammates have been working equally hard on,
maintaining an impressive 5-2 record since Gai's injury
occurred.
"They've done a tremendous job," said O'Toole.
"When you lose a guy like Deng people have to pick up
where he left off. Every guy has stepped it up. I'm proud
of them."
Gai also has appreciated the improvement of his teammates play, as he believes his absence has triggered better
teamwork on the court.
"Everyone's playing great," he said. "Before, they
were concerned with getting me the ball, but now they are
sharing and just all playing their games. They are keeping
it up and I'm real proud of them."
While the team is also happy with the way they've
been playing despite the loss of leading scorer Gai as well
as Terrence Todd '06, they admit they are eager for Gai's
return.
"We're doing well without him, but we need him to
be out there with us," said Goode. "We'll play the same
with him out there except people will be more confident
knowing he's there."
After an appointment this Saturday with the doctor, the
team will have a better understanding of where Gai stands
on his return, as he expects to receive a final verification
of when he can play.
"The pain is still there, but hopefully it will go away,"
said Gai. "Hopefully by next week I'll be back [practicing]
with the team."
While Gai is eager to return to the court, he also admits
some fear, as this injury marked the first in his basketball
career.
"When you're hurt you recognize how much you want
to play the game," he said.
"I'm excited to get back and play, but I'll be nervous.
I'm hoping it will be easy to get back with the team doing
so well."

The puck won't stop here, club in playoffs
One of the greatest factors to the team's
success, Mills continued, is the starting
Last year, Fairfield's division one goalie.
Craig Schnappinger '04 has had subhockey program was canceled in a budget
cut that also spelled the end of the football stantial ice time throughout his career at
Fairfield University.
program.
"Schnappinger coming back has really
Now, however, the club hockey team
looks to its upcoming playoffs with a win- helped us," Mills said.
While the variety of
ning record.
players on the team has been
The team is an eclectic mix
a strength, they will have to
of former division one players
overcome a set-back with the
and high school skaters who
injury of one of their promihave returned to the ice after
nent players.
a hiatus.
Ryan Magner '05 suffered
"It's been fun so far, that's
a broken leg in two places on
the best way to describe it," said
Sunday at an away game playBurton Mills 04, "[The] season
ing CCM. He is recovering
has been a pleasant surprise."
from surgery.
Tom Palladino '04 said the
"It's going to be tough to
PALLADINO
team features "a good mix of
replace him," Palladino said.
kids with a lot of camaraderie.
Though Magner was not on the division
We're having a lot of fun."
Mills credits the team's success, now one team, he had become a key player this
11 -2 in the regular season, to a mix of some season.
Palladino said other players will have
surprising freshmen and returning former
players. The team is deep enough to sport a to step up.
Though the injury has Magner's teamthird and fourth line.

BY CHRIS ZEITZ

mates thinking about their friend, club was more crowded than many long-time
hockey has afforded the veteran skaters fans had ever seen.
Palladino said, "It was one of the greata more light-hearted atmosphere for the
est times playing a whole hockey game."
majority of the season.
Stead said he was surprised with the
The club hockey season has been, according to Nick Stead '04, "a lot different "awesome" turnout.
"Last year we were a Dl program ...
... It's not as competitive as far as teams go
... not taken as seriously [as division one and no one shows up," he said. "It's a club
game and it was just shockhockey.]"
Stead, who played with
ing."
Stead attributed the many
Schnappinger and Palladino
fans to the more eclectic group
on the division one team for
of players on the ice. He said
three seasons, said the comthat it was possible for more
paratively relaxed schedule
people to have a friend playing
allows for more fun.
in the game with a club team.
As members of the club
The players are optimistic
team, the three are playing
about their upcoming playoff
their games on the same ice
season. On Tuesday, Feb. 17
they skated on as division one
(the time TBA), the club will
STEAD
athletes.
take to the ice in its first playoff
Playing on the Wonderland
of Ice, a homely rink in Bridgeport, is "noth- game.
"As long as everyone takes it seriously,
ing special," Palladino said. But, he said, "It
we should be in good shape. We just got to
brought back some memories."
Two weeks ago, the team played a take it one game at a time," Mills said.
Palladino said he expects busing for
competitive game against the number one
team in its conference, Wagner. The rink students and hopes for a strong turnout.
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Diamonds in the rough?

Editor: Kristine Lynch
E-mail: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

Baseball picked to finish No. 8
But coach has faith in seniors

Kristine Lynch/The Mirror

California or bust: Tara Hanson practices in the Rec Plex in preparation for preseason
games in North Carolina and California. She will lead the Stags on the mound this year.

Softball squad called underdogs
with loss of two superstars
BY BEN DOODY

Last year the women's softball team
had its league championship hopes dashed
by St. Peter's in the MA AC tournament, but
finished with a 12-4 league record.
The squad was led by two of Fairfield's
all time greats—all-time strikeout leader
Mellissa Santos'03 and MAAC Pitcher of
the Year 2001-2002, and all-time hit and
stolen base leader Ellen Sarosy '03, MAAC
Player of the Year 2001-2002.
This season, the team will take to the
field missing two amazing players.
With the departure of these players, expectations have understandably dropped.
Coach Julie Brzezinksi says this team
does not expect to win a MAAC title, which
was the case coming into each of the last
two seasons. But she thinks the underdog
role will fit her club well.
"We have a really solid nucleus. We're
going to surprise a lot of people," Brzezinski said.
That nucleus is composed of four seniors starters—catcher Diana Fasano '04,
infielder Megan Miller '04, outfielder Laura
Sandonato '04 and outfielder Brie Zimmerman '04. All four seniors are named captains
of this year's squad.

The toughest thing for the softball
team to do might be replacing Santos on
the mound.
The Stags will lean on a pitching committee of which the oldest member is only
a sophomore.
Tara Hansen '06 is likely to pick up a lot
of innings—that is, when she isn't playing
third base. Hansen won two games on the
mound last year for Fairfield, in addition to
stroking nine extra base hits and stealing
seven bases.
Newcomers Tracey Sylvestre '07, Kate
Roberts '07 and Megan Kiefer '07 will also
see considerable innings pitched. And, like
most veteran backstops, Fasano is doing her
best to help her young teammates along.
"She's really energetic, and always
lets us know what's going on" said Kiefer
of Fasano. "In fact, everyone on our team
really gets along well."
And they'll likely come together even
more as they embark on a southern trip that
seems like a tour of the nation.
They open up on Feb. 20 in Greenville,
N.C., head cross-country to San Diego, and
then back to Orlando for spring break, all
in all playing over 20 games before opening the northern portion of the schedule at
Rhode Island on March 24.

Contributed photo

Veteran arms: Tom Maisano '04 checks the signs in a game last year. The talented
senior starter will lead a veteran staff in the team's bid to upset the preseason standings.
BY BEN DOODY

Here in baseball crazy New England,
March is great for two reasons. One is the
roller coaster ride that is March Madness
and all the buzzer beaters, upsets, and office
pools it entails.
The other is that baseball is just around
the corner.
In fact, by the time the NCAA basketball tournament rolls around, which is all of
a sudden just more than a month away, the
Red Sox and Yankees will be well into their
spring training schedules and Fairfield's
spring sports will already be playing regular season games.
The baseball team, for instance, opens
up in what is sure to be a chilly Baltimore
on March 6 against UMBC.
For shortstop Doug Anderson '06,

who spent two weeks last summer with the
Falmouth Commodores of the famous Cape
Cod League — which has delivered more
Major Leaguers than UPS has delivered
packages — this season isn't about personal
goals. He has them, and making it to the
Cape League as a full timer "not this year,
but hopefully next year" is certainly one of
them.
But Anderson, who will be the leadoff
hitter in Fairfield's lineup this year, said
he and his teammates are out to prove
Baseball America wrong, after it picked
the Stags to finish eighth in the ten team
league.
"We plan on proving that prediction
wrong, and making it to the MAAC tournament," he said.
SEE "STAGS" ON P.
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